Welcome to the 
Dessau Middle School Choir Department!
The choral program at Dessau Middle School offers a unique educational experience in which you may gain not only musical skills and a lifelong appreciation of music, but discipline, self-confidence and a sense of accomplishment by working with others toward the common goal of excellence.  As a member of the Dessau Middle School Choir you are expected to be a credit to your choir, your school, and your community.  Because we are committed to excellence, we must have uncommonly high standards.  The purpose of this handbook is to define those standards.  

Director Contact Information:

Nicole Bishop, DMS Choral Director

DMS Choir Room:  
My email address is Nicole.Bishop@pfisd.net
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
DMS Choral Department Objective
The goal of this program is for each student to achieve excellence in their vocal skills and performance abilities, and as they strive toward that goal, they will develop discipline, self-confidence, and a lifelong passion for music.  Choir students will learn vocal technique and apply its use to a wide variety of repertoire.  Music theory and sight-reading is taught as a tool to learn the music that the students perform.  Music history is taught as it applies to the literature that is learned.  Students are offered the opportunity to perform and compete as individuals, small ensembles, and as a full chorus.  
DMS Choral Program Structure
All choirs participate in concerts, choral activities and various competitions throughout the year.
The choir program is set up as follows:

Prelude Choir– 6th Grade female students with any level of music experience are welcome.  This choir is designed for first time choir members and for students with varying vocal experience and ability.  No prerequisites. 
Vivace Men’s Choir – 6th, 7th & 8th male students with any level of music experience are welcome.  This choir is designed for first time choir members and for students with beginning to intermediate vocal experience and ability.  No prerequisites.
Intermezzo Women’s Choir –7th & 8th Grade female students with any level of music experience are welcome.  This choir is designed for first time choir members and for students with beginning to intermediate vocal experience and ability.  No prerequisites.  
Kantorei Women’s Choir- 7th & 8th Grade female students with an advanced level of musical ability.  Membership in this choir requires director approval.  This choir is designed for experienced choir members. Pre-requisites: One year in choir or band and audition with director.                                                    
 Choir Expectations
DMS Choir students have an important role on campus and in the community.  It is imperative that the conduct and appearance of all choir students be above reproach.  As representatives of PFISD and Dessau Middle School, you must reflect an image of positive leadership, character, responsibility, and a great competitive spirit.
Be responsible.

1. Be on time to all rehearsals and public performances prepared to give your best. 
2. Place all of your personal belongings (including your purse) in the designated area.  

3. Stay in your assigned seat unless you have permission to move.

4. Take pride in your personal appearance.  Remember that you must be dressed according to the school dress code.
5. Keep the room orderly and clean.  Do not bring food, candy, or drinks to the Choir Room unless given permission by the director. Water bottles with a lid are allowed.
6.  Remember, your actions and attitude reflect on you, your choir, and your school.

Be focused.

1.  The success of a choir depends on how it rehearses.  Good behavior, a positive attitude, and self-discipline are essential to producing an excellent choir.

2.  Be conscious of good alignment at all times.

3.  Keep your eyes on the director during rehearsal.

4.  During rehearsals, you will be engaged in the activity of the moment.. 

5.  Refrain from the use of vocal inhibitors.  (No gum, candy, food, drinks, straws, pencils, paperclips, etc. should be in your mouth.)

6.  Your cell phone should be kept off and out of sight during the entire class period.  Any phone (or other electronic equipment) seen by Mrs. Bishop will be taken up and given to the front office.

7.  Use the vocal warm-up exercises to prepare and improve your voice.  Concentrate on 
your sound and vocal technique.

8.  Approach rehearsals and performances with optimism, enthusiasm, determination, and 
your whole-hearted attention.

9.  The success of the choir is your individual responsibility.
10.  Give 100% every day!!!

Be respectful.

1.  Talking while the director is talking to the choir is never appropriate.

2. Maintain respect for the Choir Room, the instruments, and the equipment.  
3. A level of mutual respect will be maintained between the director and students.  Students are to show respect in conduct and speech when interacting with adults and other students.
3. Electronic devices are not allowed at rehearsals unless provided by the teacher.  (School policy enforced.)

4. Please treat your fellow choir members as you would want to be treated.
5. Profanity will not be tolerated.

6. Singers are required to comply with all directives given by the director.

     Sectional Rehearsals

There will be times when the choir will split into sections to learn individual voice parts.  During those times, the students are expected to work hard on the music that has been assigned.  The only materials allowed in the practice room are music and a pencil.  The students are to follow the instructions of the section leader who will report any off task behavior to Mrs. Bishop. Any student who is not participating during sectionals will face disciplinary consequences. 

Consequences for not meeting expectations:
Discipline will be dealt with in one or more of the following manners:
Warning and/or Loss of participation points 
Parent Phone Call

Parent Phone Call and Detention 
Parent Phone Call and Discipline Referral to a principal
Removal from the DMS Choir Program (see Behavior)

If a student is not actively participating, comes to class without the required supplies (i.e. a pencil and music), or brings gum, food, or drink (other than water) 10 points will automatically be deducted from their participation grade. 

Dress Code and Electronics

The school dress code is enforced during all choir classes/activities and extra-curricular activities unless prior authorization is given by Mrs. Bishop.  

School rules regarding electronics are enforced during all choir classes.  Cell phones are allowed during choir trips or other extra-curricular activities, but may not be turned on during any performance or at any other time that Mrs. Bishop deems inappropriate. Students bring electronics on these trips at their own risk.  Mrs. Bishop is not responsible for lost or stolen electronic devices.
Behavior

All Choir Students:
Any student who receives more than one discipline referral to a principal from choir during one school year will no longer be eligible to be a part of the Choir program at Dessau School Middle and will be placed in a different elective as soon as possible.  When a student is removed from the Choir program, he or she is not allowed to return to the program for the remainder of their time in middle school without written permission from the choir director.

Any student receiving a discipline referral to a principal for misbehavior of any kind at a choir concert will no longer be eligible to be a part of the Choir program at Dessau Middle School and will be placed in a different elective as soon as possible.

Any student receiving a discipline referral to a principal for misbehavior of any kind on a choir trip off campus will no longer be eligible to be a part of the Choir program at Dessau Middle School and will be placed in a different elective as soon as possible.
Any student who has more than one unexcused absence from a choir concert in one school year will no longer be eligible to be a part of the Choir program at Dessau Middle School and will be placed in a different elective as soon as possible.

Concerts and Extra Rehearsals

Choir is a performance-based class.  Concerts AND rehearsals are required. You will receive a grade for your attendance at all concerts and extra rehearsals.  Extra (after school or evening) rehearsals may be called for all choir before major performances and competitions. These rehearsals are mandatory.  Refer to your calendar for these rehearsals and be alert to rehearsals announced in class.  Keeping a calendar is a must!  

When your choir is having an afternoon or evening rehearsal, you will not be allowed to enter the choir room unless it is time for your choir’s rehearsal.  Make arrangements to be dropped off and picked up at the appropriate times.
Students are expected to keep a calendar and inform the director IN ADVANCE of any conflicts.  (Several weeks before the activity – not several days.)  When you are involved in more than one activity that requires after school time, the best thing to do is notify all affected parties (choir director, parents, coaches) as soon as you are aware of the conflict so that there is time to determine how it can best be handled.  If you have a conflict, please let Mrs. Bishop know so she can help you deal with the situation.
Grades

As in all classes at DMS, test grades count 70% of the nine weeks grade and daily grades count as 30%.  Since choir is a performance based class, test grades will be derived from the following:  concerts, performances, extra rehearsals, rhythm and sight-reading tests, theory tests, and part-singing evaluations.  Sight-reading and part-singing may be evaluated by recording or by an individual performance during class.  Daily grades will be in the form of quizzes, folder checks, written work, daily participation grades, and paperwork deadlines.  

All concerts, performances, and extra rehearsals are mandatory as each singer is vital to the success of the whole team.  
Concert grades will be assigned as follows:

100 = Punctual at warm-up and performance in complete uniform.
100 = Excused Absence with completion of alternate assignment
80 = Excused Absence without completion of alternate assignment
70= Unexcused Absence with completion of alternate assignment
50 = Unexcused Absence without completion of alternate assignment
10 points will automatically be deducted if the student is not present for roll call at a performance

15 points will automatically be deducted if the choir uniform is incomplete.  

Additional points will be deducted for misbehavior at choir concerts.

            Excused Absences


Unexcused Absences


Medical emergency 


Transportation not arranged

Personal illness


Oversleeping

Death in the family


Family Outings

Special circumstances


Anything deemed unexcused by the director
Conflicts with Choir performances and other school activities will be dealt with on an 
individual basis.  Students are responsible for informing coaches and directors about the conflict at least one week prior to the performance.  Excused or unexcused status will be determined by the director.

In order for a student to receive an excused absence, that student must give a note with parent/guardian contact number from his or her parent / guardian to Mrs. Bishop within two days of the student returning to school.  After two days, the absence will be considered unexcused.  Remember that unexcused absences can result in removal from the DMS Choir Program.
Performance Appearance
Informal Choir Uniform
All students will be assigned a choir t-shirt to be worn at informal concerts.  The cost of a replacement t-shirt is $10.00.  Choir t-shirts are to be worn with blue jeans (not black, not khaki, and not shorts).  These jeans should be neat and not have holes or excessive fraying.  Students are not allowed to perform without the appropriate uniform, so failure keep track of the t-shirt (or to make arrangements for purchasing a replacement) will adversely affect a student’s grade.  
Formal Choir Uniform (7th & 8th Grade Only)
Formal black dresses (for girls) and black tuxedos (for boys) will be provided for all choir students.  These formal uniforms will be checked out to students prior to a performance and kept in the garment bag that is assigned with the uniform. They are to be returned to the Choir Department the day following a performance. Students are responsible for these uniforms.  If the uniform is not returned at the end of the year, the student will be placed on the fine list.  Since students are required to wear the appropriate uniforms to concerts in order to perform, not having a uniform will adversely affect a student’s grade.
Students must wear black dress shoes (no flip-flops or tennis shoes) and black socks (boys only) with their formal choir uniform.  

Ladies – Small earrings only.  No facial or tongue piercings. (School policy enforced.)  Limit other jewelry to a watch and favorite ring. (No necklaces, no bracelets, or excessive rings.)

Men – No earrings.  No facial or tongue piercings.  (School policy enforced.)
Extra-Curricular Choir Activities

Extra-curricular events, such as TMEA and UIL competitions, and some other off-campus performances are all instances where a student must be academically eligible in order to participate.  In some competitions, students compete as a group.  If a student becomes ineligible, the entire choir suffers, and other students must make up for that students absence.  Grades are very important!  
It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of their eligibility status.  The director will check eligibility of all students prior to an event.  Anyone found to be ineligible at that time will not be allowed to participate.  

Choir Trips

DMS Choirs often go on trips to other cities and entertainment venues.  Fund raising activities will be sponsored so every student has the opportunity to raise enough funds to attend the trip.  No student will be required to make a trip of this nature; however, without every team player attending the trip, the quality of the choral performance will suffer.  Because of this, all students are encouraged to participate.  No grade deductions will be made if a student does not attend one of these extended trips.
Should a student or his/her parents choose not to participate in fund raising, they may pay a cash amount equal to the amount necessary for the student’s expenses of the trip.  Should the trip cost more than a choir student has earned in fund raising projects, the student will be asked to pay that extra amount.  If, at the time of the trip, this amount has not been met, the student will not be allowed to go on the trip.  If a student is not able to go on a choir trip, he or she will be reimbursed for the money that they have paid toward the trip according to the reimbursement schedule on the travel paperwork.  Any money raised through fund raising events/projects is not refundable to the individual student for any reason.  This money will be used to meet other choir needs.  

A Permission and Medical Release Form is required in order for a student to participate in any off-campus trips.  All school and choir rules apply to choir trips.  
Choir Supplies
Music, Choir Folder, Pencil, T-shirt and use of Formal Uniform are provided by the school district.  This makes it property of the state like all textbooks.  Music must be turned in upon request, and in good condition (acceptable wear and tear) to avoid a charge for purchase of replacement music.  Please leave your choir folder in the Choir Room every day since it is the property of the DMS Choir Program.  See “Performance Appearance” for uniform information.
Fundraising
DMS Choirs participate yearly in fund raising to support projects for the choir such as trips, competitions and additional supplies.  ALL fund raising items or equivalent money must be turned in by participating students or monetary charges will be made to cover expenses.

Money raised for school trips that remain in student accounts will transfer to the general choir account if the student is unable to go on the trip for any reason. NO fund raising money will be refunded to individuals.
Money

All money to be turned in for any purpose must be given to the director in an envelope.  Students will need to pick up an envelope from Mrs. Bishop, write their name on the envelope, and give it to Mrs. Bishop. No money will be accepted without an envelope.
Permission and Medical Release Form
All Choir students will be required to have a Permission and Medical Release form completed and on file in the Choir Room in order to travel with the Choir.  This form serves as a permission slip for students to travel with the Choir for all performances and competitions as well as other in-town and out-of-town trips.  Notes will be sent home before every off campus activity, but these notes will not need to be signed and returned in order for the student to participate.  

DMS Choir Handbook

Acknowledgement Form
_____
I have read and understand the DMS Choir Handbook located on the Choir website and agree to abide by those procedures and regulations.  I further understand that all concerts are a major test grade and that absences will only be excused with a written note from a parent or guardian and only in the case of personal illness or a family emergency.
_____I understand that the DMS Choir Handbook is located on the Choir website;         however, I would like a hard copy of this document before signing this acknowledgment form.

Parent Signature _____________________________Date__________
Student Contract
 

Student Name___________________________________________
 
 
          I understand that as a contributing member of the DMS Choir, I will be held to a very high standard of achievement by my choir director.  I represent my school, and I am important to the success of this group.  It is my responsibility to abide be all procedures and regulations outlined in the DMS Choir Handbook.  These responsibilities include concert attendance and positive classroom participation. I understand that these events may happen in the evening, on a Saturday, or may require me to stay after school.  I know that my grade will be negatively affected if I am not present at any of these required performances. It is my responsibility to tell my choir director if I have any conflicts with these events. I understand that talking to my director will not necessarily excuse me from that performance.   If I have problems with my behavior, grades, or attendance to choir events, I may be removed from the Choir. If scheduling prohibits my removal that semester, I will be removed the following semester.
 
Student Signature ____________________________Date__________
